Battered women in the critical care setting: strategies for critical care nurses.
Nursing intervention with battered women can be a frustrating and discouraging experience, as battered women are trapped in a cycle of violence that is difficult to break. Research reveals an Open Window Phase within the cycle of violence. During this brief period, battered women are most receptive to interventions. The responsibility of the critical care nurse to intervene during this short period of time is particularly urgent. This article provides intervention strategies for nurses in critical care to use during the Open Window Phase.